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soldiers hot and forward, and eagerly desired to
come to hands with the enemy. But I take the
more notice of it here, because the king in this
acted against his own measures; for it was the king
himself had laid the design of getting the start of
Essex, and marching to London. His friends had
invited him thither, and expected him, and suffered
deeply for the omission; and yet he gave way to
these hasty counsels, and suffered his judgment to
be overruled by majority of voices; an error, I say,
the king of Sweden was never guilty of; for if all
the officers at a council of war were of a different
opinion, yet, unless their reasons mastered his judg-
ment, their votes never altered his measures; but
this was the error of our good, but unfortunate
master, three times in this war, and particularly in
two of the greatest battles of the time, viz., this of
Edgehill, and that of Naseby.
The resolution for fighting being published in
the army, gave an universal joy to the soldiers, who
expressed an extraordinary ardour for fighting. I
remember, my father talking with me about it,
asked me what I thought of the approaching battle;
.1 told him, I thought the king had done very well;
for at that time I did not consult the extent of the
design, and had a mighty mind, like other rash
people, to see it brought to a day, which made me
answer my father as I did ; But, said I, sir, I doubt
there will be but indifferent doings on both sides,
between two armies both made up of fresh men, that
have never seen any service. My father minded
little what I spoke of that; but, when I seemed
pleased that the king had resolved to fight, he
looked angrily at me, and told me he was sorry
I could see no further into things. I tell you, says
he, hastily, if the king should kill and take prisoners
this whole army, general and all, the parliament will

